


7, a a. oe 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 




















No. 52. 


‘“* BEHOLD L BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.” 


NEW-HAVEN, MAY 99, 1819. 





Vol. HI. 





—_— 





SAADHS, OR NATIVE CHRISTIANS, 
AT DELHI. 


Our Readers will doubtless recollect the 
account we have heretofore given of a re- 
markable assemblage of Hindoos or Native 
Christians, discovered by Anund Messeeh, in 
a Grove near Delhi: (See pp.3, 164.) The 
following particulars respecting the orig‘n and 
principles of these Extraordinary People, were 
obtained by Rev. Henry Fisher, froin one of 
the principal or head men of a Division of the 


Sect. 


About 160 years age, Jogee Das, 
son of Gopal Sing of Bindair, when at 
an advanced age, had the command 
of a body of troops in the service of 
the Rajah of Doo!lpoor, and was slain 
inaction with the enemies of this 
prince. His dead body was not suffer- 


ed to remain neglected on the field of 


battle; but was miraculously recalled 
to life, as is pretended, by a stranger, 
in the habit of a mendicant; whose 
holy and venerable appearance ex- 
cited in the mind of the astonished 
Jogee Das the deepest respect and 
confidence. The stranger led him 
away into the solitudes of a distant 
mountain; and there detained him in 
the diligent study of those sacred 
truths which it was intended he should 
disseminate among the people, when 
he again returned to the world. As 
soon as he was judged sufliciently 
qualified for the labours of his mission, 
the Mendicant Stranger returned him 
to his friends, with a commission to in- 
culcate the doctrines which he had re- 
ceived. Hisrelatives and friends were 
astonished at his unexpected return, 
and flocked round him with exclama- 
tions of surprise and joy; saluting 
him with their wonted phrase, “ Ram ! 
Ram!” “ And who,” exclaimed he, 
“is Ram? Oh! understand and learn 
to know yourselves. The spirit now 
within me is na longer that of Jogee 
Das. Behold the testimony to the 
truth of my assertion !” and, immedi- 
ately addressing himself to a neigh- 
bouring Neem Tree, he caused it to 


utter articulate sounds familiar to their 
ears, and such expressions as had for- 
merly been used by Jogee Das himself, 
After thus miraculously convincing 
them of the extraordinary powers 
which had been delegated to him, he 
proceeded to set befure them the spe- 
cial object of his Mission, in words to 
the following effect:—“Iam sent to 
you by the Sut Gooroo,” or True 
Pastor, “to give you a proper under- 
Standing, and to deliver you from this 
ocean of error in which you are drown- 
ing.” ‘They prostrated themselves 
before him, and kissed his feet.— 
Stop!” said he, “ and hear me. Give 
all your heart to God. You are vex- 
ed by the Angel of Hell. Oh! where- 
fore will you remain thus blind! Re- 
veive light, and walk henceforth in the 
way of God. ‘The place of rest is far 
off, and the path of the world is difii- 
cult. Heonly, who is strong and 
faithful, can travel it. To overcome 
the Wicked One, is an ardous task: it 
is to walk upon the edge of a sharp sim- 
itar: therefore seat yourselves in the 
vessel of the knowledge of the Holy 
Teacher, and you shall be transport- 
ed beyond the disquieting waves.” 
Irom this period Jogee Das had many 
converts to his opiwions, among his 
own immediate relatives and friends ; 
and, from among them, he selected, 
as his Disciple, one who should assist 
him in his Jabour, to convert the peo- 
ple from idolatry to the worship of 
God asa Spirit, and with the heart and 
life. Heclhose Bheer Bhan to attend 
him in a circuit, which he began to 
make in order to propagate his new 
opinions. At each place, where he 
met with success,- it was his regular 
habit to find out, on his departure, one 
of the Disciples whom he thought most 
irust-worthy, to take charge of the 
young Congregation to be left behind, 
as to discipline and moral conduct.— 
Ife departed from this world at Bindee 


Su, without apprising his followers oi 
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his intention, in the following man- 
ner. Reclining himself upon the 
earth, after his usual custom, to re- 
pese for the night, he drew over hima 
large sheet, and was supposed to be 
asleep. ‘The following morning, how- 
ever, on removing the sheet, he was 
no more to be seen; only the groun4 
which his body had pressed was beau- 
tifully embellished with fresh and fra- 
rant flowers. 

So much for the fabulous: minglings 
in this narrative. The Saadhs ap- 
pear to possess little or no learning, 
and very few speculative doctrines ; 
and, indeed, in the simplicity of their 
minds, hold out, as I conceive, the 
most inviting promise of successful la- 
bour to. the Christian Missiovary.— 
Their hearts are apparently prepared 
for such an effort in their favour, by 
their present predisposition to spiitu- 
ality of opinion, in all that concerns the 
Supreme Being and the human soul. 
They profess to believe in one Invisi- 
ble God, who retains. every thing in 
His own sovereign power ;. is.every- 
where present, and is infinitely merci- 
ful; and who, in proof of this exceed- 
ing disposition to mercy, sent, or 
rather deputed, the Sut Gooroo to en- 
lighten and instruct poor ignorant 
men. This Sut Gooroo, who instruct- 
ed Jogee Das(to whom alsothe Saadhs 
occasiona'ly apply the same honorary 
title). in. the knowlege of the truth, they 
esteem as the immediate Cheia, or 
pupil, of the Supreme Being. 

{s not this idea a probable legenda- 
ry misrepresentation of the informa- 
tion communicated to the Saadhis, in 
the first instance, by Jogee Das, who, 
if he was a Christian, as J think by no 
means improbable, would teach his 
disciples the doctrine of Christ’s Di- 
vinity, of his being the True Shen- 
herd, the only enlightened teacher of 
a pure spiritual religion, and the free 
gittof mercy from God, suited to sup- 
piy all the wants and miseries of sin- 
tul men r 

‘They also uttecly exclude from; their 
religious system all the Hindoo Dei- 
ties, reject with abhorrence the use of 
unages, and hold the Incarnations of 
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Vishnoo to have been great Conquer. 
ors, or some disinterested and famous 
Benefactors of mankind, by whom 
they have been idolatrously exalted 
into the seat of God. They consider 
pilgrimages as folly; and lve no faith 
whatever iu the efficacy of ablutions, 
neither do they practise them at all, 
except for the purposes of cleanliness, 
Jysingh smiled very significantly, on 
being asked what he thought of the 
Ganges and the Jumna: he said, they 
were very useful rivers, and should be 
eonsidered merely as objects of notice 
whereby to cali to mind the goodness 
of God. They do not receive the 
doctrine of transmigration, or pretend 
to any authentic knowledge of the cre- 
ation of the world. They fully expect 
a future Judgment, which will esia- 
blish the virtuous and hely in a state 
of uninterrupted happiness ;: but will 
doom the wicked to dreadful torments, 
whereby they shall expiate the sins 
which they have committed in this 
world. The duration of the punish- 
ment of the condemned will, however, 
be increased by the nature and provo- 
cation of their respective crimes; and 
eternal happiness will be the final 
issue of all things. The Sut Gooroo 
will be visibly present at the Great 
Day of Account; but they do nut 
seem to anticipate any benefit from 
his intercession in their behalf, or to 
have any notion of atonement but that 
of their own sufferings. For divine 
worship they have no temple, but a 
hut called Jumiu Ghur, usually situ- 
ated in the village where the elder or 
principal of a Congregation may hap- 
pen te reside. 

Jogee Das arranged for his people, 
that they should meet weekly on Sat- 
urdays ;. on which days they were to 
lay aside all kind of labour, and in the 


ensuing night to pass the hours in 


praise of and prayer to God, and in 
religious meditation. ‘lhe Saadhs, 
however,. being principally see la- 
bouring men, hardly bestead for daily 
bread, found that so {frequent an inter- 
ruption to their means of support for 
themselves and families, could not be 
conveniently submitted to; and, there- 
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fore,in the course of time, a monthly 
meeting was substituted for their for- 
mer weekly one, and they now assem. 
ble only on the day of every full moon. 

The simplicity of this meeting is 
very interesting; and cannot but 
strike us with its similarity, in some 
respects, to our Sacramental Feast. 
The whole of the Saadhs who reside 
at a convenient distance, females in- 
cluded, assemble at the nearest Jumlu 
Ghur; each person furnishing, accord- 
ing to his means, flour, ghee, milk, or 
sugar. Part of the Congregation is 
employed, during the day, in making 
these materials into bread; while 
others converse on the affairs of the 
community, or investigate any com- 
plaints that may be brought forward 
against their people. In the evening, 
the bread is placed upon a small ele- 
vation in the Jumlu Ghur, and, afier a 
short extempore prayer, divided a- 
mong the guests. A vessel containing 
sherbet, called the “ cup of fellowship,” 


| is also passed round; and the remain- 


der of the night is spent in rehearsing 
verses in praise of the Sut Gooroo, and 
listening to the legendary stories of 
their Founder, and directions for their 
mera! conduct in life. 

Any member convicted of immor- 
ality is precluded from participating 
in their food, or associating in their 
worship. Excommunication is their 
special punishment; the duration of 
this discipline being wholly regulated 
by and proportioned to the atrocity of 
the offence. 


Besides these Monthly Meetings of ° 


the various District Divisions, there is 
a general Annual Assembly in the 
month of March: the spot determined 
by its local convenience. Last year 
ittook place at Delhi, at the time 
when Anund met with them in the 
T6pe, or Grove; and, this year, they 
The bu- 


ponds with that of the monthly—their 
Special object being to canvass the 
moral interests of the whole party, and 
to investigate the conduct of the differ- 
eut Members. 

Their moral precepts appear to be 
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of an excellent character; forbidding 
falsehood, dishonesty, all dissolute 
practices, and flagitious actions.— 
They are directed to earn their living 
by honest industry ; and are never to 
eat the bread of idleness, or to receive 
presents. 

Their nuptial rite is simple; all un- 
necessary expense being scrupulously 
avoided. Polygamy is never allowed, 
and even widows are forbidden to 
unite with a second husband; while 
persons of different trades intermar- 
ry without the least hesitation, there 
being no difficulty in taking a wife 
from any with whom an agreemeut can 
be made. 

As they are taught to esteem the 
soul the immortal! part of man, and as 
of the greatest value, they have no 
prescribed mode of disposing of their 
dead. Formerly, the bodies were cast 
into the jungle, to be devoured by the 
wild beasts: to this succeeded the 
practice of interment; but, at present, 
they usually consume them with fire, 
or cast them into the adjacent rivers. 
When on their way to the funeral pile 
or rivers to dispose of their dead, in- 
stead of the words pronounced by 
Hindoos—“ Ram! Ram! Sul hum!” 
they substitute, * Attend to your devo- 
tions!” They know nothing of any 
rites for the repose of the departed 
soul; but believe that it is either hap- 
py or miserable according to its con- 
duct while in the body, and that at the 
future great Day of Judgment body 
and soul will be reunited. 

Much anxiety prevails among them 
respecting a due preparation for this 
awful Day of Judgment; but theic 
present, indeed their oaly stay, seems 
to be derived from their own devotiou- 
al exercises: and when their consci- 
ences are distressed through falls into 
sin, their consolations are drawn from 
the same source, trusiing that they 
will secure (if accompanied by strong 
determinations never again to do what 
they ought not to do) complete re- 
couciliation with God. Tie couvic- 
tion upon their minds seems settied, 
thata rigid performance of their sev- 
eral duties wil! certainly secure them 


















































Ee Of Al tl, = 


Sac se aligenes 











$30 Saadhs, or Native Christians at Delhi. [May 


future happiness; and yet, with much 
apparent humility, they acknowledge 
themselves sinners. 

The Hindoos generally seem to 
know very liitle about tiese people ; 
and, indeed, to every body, to whom 
I have mentioned them, they appear 
quite a new object of interest and at- 
tention. ‘They have been erroneously 
supposed to be a branch of the Joinus. 

It is evident that the Saadhs are fa- 
miliarly acquainted with the numbers 
and places of residence of their peo- 
ple; so that a frequent intercourse 
among them probably takes place. 
Jysingh, from memory, mentioned a- 
bout thirty villages and towns where 
Saadhs reside, and particularized the 
various families of each place. 

Three or four years ago, (Anund 
heard, in the Tope, five or six,) a copy 
or two of the Serampore Translation 
of some of the Gospels were brought 
from Hurdwan, by some of their per- 
suasion, who bad visited the Fair. Of 
the spirit or proper meaning of the 
conteuts of these books, however, they 
knew very little; till, about ten months 
ago, some passages were read to them 
and explained by Anund Messeeh. 
At first a good deal of superstitious ap- 
prehension deterred them from med- 
dling with religious matters; a fanciful 
persuasion also having taken posses- 
sion ol their minds, that, if they should 
show any willingness to listen to Chris- 
tian insiruction, we should, in propa- 
gating our tenets, use like instruments 
and means with the Mahomedans, for 
whom they retain a rooted antipathy. 
As they have, however, obtained fur- 
ther information, their prejudices are 
considerably abated ; so much so, in- 
deed, that they are very ready to re- 
ceive and to use our books, and to 
listen to Anund’s comments. Jysingh 
stated his readivess to undertake, with 
assistance, to read to, and to teach to 
read, the children of the Saadhs; who 
are all very anxious to learn to read 
and write, whenever any opportunity 
presents itself. 
opinion, and indeed has no doubt, that 
many Saadhs will attend, when leisure 
from their agricultural or other pur- 


Jysingh is also of 


suits will allow, to hear the Gospels 
read; asin some places, where they 
have the books, has been already done, 

In consequence of these communi- 
cations, (the whole of which {had great 
pleasure in laying before Mr. Metcaif, 
aud who himself conversed a good dea| 
both with Anund and wita Jysingh,) 
our new friend was engaged to set a. 
bout the establishment of a School in 
the village of Kowaly, where he re. 
sides; I undertaking to send Anund 
to assist in the outset; and purposing 
to be guided by circumstances, as to 
its continuance in future. On Anund’s 
arrival, in the first week of January, 
he found that Jysingh, true to his en- 
gagements, had commenced his little 
School. 

Anund informs us, that the opening 
of the School was considered an im- 
portant event. ‘To ensure to it pros- 
perity and permanency, the inhabit- 
ants had, previous to Anund’s arrival, 
consulted an astrologer, that the com- 
mencement of the School might be 


under the auspices of a happy con: | 


junction. He fixed on the 27th oi 
December last. 

Some Brahmins in the neighbour- 
hood have expressed displeasure; con 
sidering the selection of the Saadhs as 
Teachers, to ihe seclusion and negieci 
of theniselves, as a very unfair and ill- 
judged preference; since the commv- 
nication of the rudiments of learning 
should, in their opinion, have remailr 
ed their exclusive prerogative. It i 
not improbable that the strange opir 
ions which have been propagated in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Kow 
aly and the adjacent villages, have 


their origin in the dissatisfaction andf 


consequeiit misrepresentations of these 
Brahmins: some of the peop'e haviug 
taken up an idea, that unworthy and 
interested motives have prompied this 
plan of education; and that, so soon 
as the children may be found qualified 
fur their destined cecupation and em- 


ployment, the parents will be forcibly | 


deprived of them. ‘Time, however, 


will show the folly of such imagina- | 
tions. In the mean while, we try te = 


go guietly forward. 
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As Anund has been repeatedly cau- 
tioned, not to let his warm imagina- 
tion delude him into any exaggerated 
representations of what he may deem 
worth observing and communicaiing, 
J have no hesitation im believing this 
statemeut. 





From the Panopilist. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
MRS. NICHOLS. 

{Our readers are aware, that Mrs, Nichols 
was one of the missionary company, who em- 
barked for Bombay, Oct. 5, 1817. During the 
first twelve days of the passage she was not a- 
ble to hoid a pea, from excessive sea-sickness 
and consequent debility. On commencing 
the journal, and after mentioning the many 
comforts she had enjoyed, and the kind attea- 
tions she had received, she proceeds thus :] 

In recounting some of the me cies of 
God, I would not fail to mention tis 
great condescension, in granting ne, 
as I humbly believe, tiie comforting in- 
fluences of his holy Spirit. tn the 
midst of pain and distress, i was ena- 
bled to lean on bis Almighty arm, aud 
trust my life and soul in his hands. Tf 
would adore his name forever, that I 
was made willing to be entirely at his 
disposal; willing to live, to die, or to 
suffer as much: pain and sickness as the 
wisdom of God might inflict. Who 
would not rejoice in such a heavenly 
frame of mind ? Who would net adore 
the infinite grace of God, for such ex- 
pressions of his love—for such mami- 
festations of himself, and for such an 
acqwescence in his willif ‘ Biess the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
lis béhefits.” 

Sabbath Oct. 26.—A delightful day. 
Worsliip on deck. Mr. Nichols preach- 
ed on the worth of the soul. The 
meeting was solemn, and all appeared 
gratified. We hope our hearts in pray- 
er, and our voices in sidging have been 
in unison with those of our Christian 
friends, who have this day had the 
privitege of worshipping God in his 
own house. How comforting to us, 
that even in this our floating habita- 
tion, we can find a place for the wer- 
ship of the same God, who has been 
the God of the redeemed in all ages ; 
who was the God of our pious atices- 
ters;and who is exalted in the hearts 
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of many of ovr beloved friends. 

My dear friends, value highly the 
privilege ot worshipping God in his 
own house; it cannot be duly estima- 
ted. How giad should we be to go to 
the house of God, in company with 
our friends. But we will not forget 
that this is among those favours of 
which we expected to be deprived, at 
least for a season, 

Tuesday, 28. ‘This morning we weére 
early called from sleep to see a sail; 
and hoping it would afford an oppor- 
tunity to relieve the hearts of our 
friends by letters, we hasted to our 
writing desks, began, and some of us 
nearly finished letters, wuecn we were 
informed, that she was a ship botnd to 
Europe. ‘This was a cousidereble dis- 
appointment. 

Saturduy, Nov. 1. Here t am em- 
ploved again on deck with my writing 
des, and thinking of home. Now, 
my dear parents, 1 know you would 
rejoice, yes, abundautly rejoice, cduld 
you know how well | aim this mo- 
ment. Since the Saco has been my 
abode, [ liave never before (elt so free 
from sickness and pain; though if 1 
were at home with my present feel. 
ings, [ shouid say 1 was sick, 

We were much gratified to day with 
the sight of visitors from Africa 5; sev- 
eral swallows and a hawk. The poor 
little swallows were exceedingly fu- 
tigued; for they could find no rest for 
the sole of their foot, til! they lighted 
tremblingly on our ship. We have 
fed and tamed one, and hope it will 
accompany us to Bombay. 

Sabbath, Nov. 2. Brother Graves 
preached on deck an excellent ser- 
mon. It did seem to me, that the 
means used for the good of these pre- 
cious souls wou'd he blessed. Text, 
““ Come, for all things are now ready.” 
It was afiecting and moving. ©O that 
it might take hold oa the hearts of 
these stupid men. 

The sisters had a prayer meeting 
immediately after divine service, for 
the particular object of pleading that 
ihe efiorts of the day might have a 
salutary effect on those who sai 
with us. It was a most precious sea- 
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sen tous. O what a privilege, that 
we may have access to the throne of 
grace on every trial, and in every 
emergency. We would bless thee, O 
thou who hearest prayer. 

Monday, Nov. 3. A shark was taken 
to-day. This is an exploit more in- 
teresting than you can conceive of. 
He was conducted by a most beautiful 
little * pilot fish,” who seemed to act 
as his attendant; for when the bait 
was thrown out, this little creature 
hastened to it, and returned to the 
shark, appearing to direct him to the 
prey. This terrible devourer seized 
it with astonishing voracity. The 
strong iron hook pierced his under 
jaw. Afier a terrible resistance, the 
great creature was, to our admiration, 
drawn on beard, which required the 
exertions of several men. His weight 
was about 150 pounds. His mouth is 
so large, and so constructed, that he 
could very easily take in a man’s 
head: He had two rows of sharp teeth 
set on both jaws. This afternoon was 
the most uncomfortable season we have 
had. The heat is very oppressive, 
and we hardly know what to do with 
ourselves. We are daily approaching 
the equator. There we hope to meet 
some vessel bound to America, for we 
wish to send some communications to 
our ever dear friends. We do long 
for an opportunity to relieve their 
hearts, by some fresh news of our cir- 
cumstances, our prosperity and com- 
fort. But we will wait with patience ; 
for God knows infinitely better than 
we, when it will be best that they have 
the gratification. 

It is now nearly sun-set, and tea will 
soon be ready. I suppose you have 
but just dined. We are before you in 
time about three hours; consequently, 
our meeting this evening, (it being the 
first Monday of the month,) will be 
three hours sooner than those of our 
dear Christian friends whom we have 
left behind. However, if we are ena- 
bled by the spirit of divine grace “ to 
agree touching the same thing,” it 
may be no discouragement to us, that 
our requests do not ascend at the same 
moment. God is in every place, and 
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in every place a prayer-hearing God. 

Tuesday,4. Acalm. Itis distress. 
ing to stand stiil in the midst of an 
immence ocean. The ship is lying 
nearly motionless. This is a tedious 
season to the seamen, and also to us; 
for it seems highl: desirable to advance, 
cors:dering we have such a great work 
before us. Bat it is the Lord’s, and 
we are his, and we are confident too, 
that fe knows infinitely best how to 
manage the affairs of his own king- 
dom. This thought is enough to si- 
lence us into acquiescence, and we 
would never indulge the presumptu- 
ous wish to direct. 

We are very much overcome with 
the excessive heat of this cltmate.— 
Every thing like clothing is burden- 
some. I suppose, this afternoon you 
are comfortable by a fire, and perhaps 
with bombazet gowns; while we are 
panting for a cooling breeze. Did I 
not hope to be more useful in a heath- 
en than in my native land, surely I 
would by all means prefer New Eng- 
land to this sun, which scorches and 
meits every thing on which it shines. 
How refreshing would be a cup of cold 
water. The heat and the motion of 
the vessel contribute very much to per- 
petuate my sea-sickness, But I am 
much beiter than I have been; am 
able to sit up all day, and this is a great 
favor ; 1 am able also to write, read, 
and converse some. These are fa- 
vors which I lately feared I should not 
so soon enjoy. The Lord has been 
my helper, and blessed be his name 
forever. 

Nov. 6. This is the first rainy day 
we have had. 

Yesterday about 10 o’clock we dis- 
covered asail. This was life to all on 
board,and we were more abundantly re- 
joiced when we saw it approach us. This 
was the first time I ever enjoyed the 
pleasure of hearing a vessel spoken. 
We spoke several soon afier we left 
Boston; but I was not able to be on 
deck. It was delightful intercourse, 
for we learned we were not the only 
inhabitants of God’s creation. 

[Persons, who have never been at 
sea, can hardly judge hew interesting 
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a circumstance it is te speak a vessel. 
To the reflecting mind it often biings 
very sublime associations. Afier hav- 
ing been a long time without seeing 
any human being but the small com- 
pany on board, to meet with a tall 
ship, just at the dlusk of the evening, 
from a remote part of the world aid 
belonging to peeple of a different na- 
tion; then to exchange useful inform- 
ation, and, after a few moments, to 
roceed on their different courses ;— 
all this is calculated te give enlarged 
views of ibe great buman family, and 
to fill the heart with benevolent de- 
sires. What happy intercourse will 
subsist between the whole population 
of the globe, when the gospei shail 
have subdued the selfishness of man, 
and the reign of love shall have be- 
come universal. | 

I: was the Caroline of Liverpool, 
bound to Rio Janeiro, South America 
The clerk, first mate, and severai sea- 
men, were dispaiched in the boat, to 
convey some letters which we had 
written to America. We sent five. 
I lement the want of time to write 
anore. You know how much I calcu- 
lated to do after f esnbarked, and I 
have done nothing but what you see. 
If health were given, | think I could 
do something. 

22. Well did the Psalmist say, 
“Thy way, O God is in the sea; and 
thy path in the great waters, and thy 
fooisteps are not known.” 

[Mrs. N. here describes severe sick- 
ness of the nervous kind, with which 
she had been afilicted for two weeks. 
At times she suffered distressing 
spasms, which were relieved by throw- 
ing 8 or 10 pails of water in her face, 
as fast as two men could throw it. 
The application ef water in this way 
invariably had a good efiect in 1e- 
moving the spasmodic aflections. } 

To-day we were called on deck to 
see two large whales. What an iin- 
mense variety of fish inhabit the 
ocean. How wonderiully Ged has 
provided for the wanis of man) When 
on land we have no such fish as we 
have at sea; when at sea, no such fish 
as we have on land, except ga't fish, 
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and this is truly excellent. Never be- 
fore did I relish it as [ do now. My 
dear parents, we are truly grateful for 
the apples you put up for us; net only 
the dried ones, but the green russets. 
They are so precious to us, that we 
have counted what remain, and have 
to-day 40! Ifihey could be preserv- 
ed, how glad should we be to have 40 
bushels. 

To-day we havea vertical sun. We 
stood erecton deck without any sha- 
dow. Tls was something entirely 
new to us; and strange to tell, it was 
so cool, that winter clothes were very 
comforiablie. 

Sabbath, 23. Passed the tropic of 
Capiicorn. Brother Graves preached 
on cick. The subject of the discourse 
was, “ They all with ome consent be- 
gan to make excuse.” 

Dec. 2. Lat. 36, Ol, S. Long. 15, 
59, W. Now if sister A. or M. would 
look at the map of the world, she might 
see exacily where we are on the vast 
ocean: Here we- have been led on by 
the winds and waves for 58 days, and 
have advanced towards a heathea land 
about 7,000 miles. What a distatce. 
Who of our-loved family, two years 
ago, ever dreamed of such a wide wire 
ration of its members: Who of 
happy circle then thought, that oceans 
would sunder all verbal intercourse, 
and p'ace two of its menrbers 15,000 
miles from their father’s dweling? A 
dwelling that lives in our memories 
with peculiar fondness. Almost every 
day is a witness to our recollection of 
it by conversation; and surely thee 
has not a day passed yet without bear- 
ing abundant testimony to our home- 
ward thoughts. We loveto dwell oa 
past scenes; we do love tO recapilu- 
late former couversations, to relheaise 
the particulars of many eudearing in- 
terviews, and we delight 40 portray 
what we suppose is your preseiit sity- 
auion. 

But though we do ali this, and much 
more; though joy vould fill our souls, 
could we spend a day or two with you, 
or an evening Ly the side of a com- 
foriable fire 4 yet we wish not to return. 
If we sould new mect a vessel, bouud 
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home, with every convenience to take 
us as passengers, we would resist the 
pleasing temptation. Seeing God has 

iven us so much evidence, that this is 
the path he has chosen for us, we 
rather walk in it,—though we hazard 
our lives and every temporal good,— 
than to travel in one marked out by 
ourselves; though by this means we 
lose the society of friends dear to us 
as our own lives. 

On Saturday, Sabbath, and Monday 
we had *“ Cape weather,” very rainy 
and foggy. On Monday morning we 
were waked early by a tremendous 
roll of the ship. Every thing that was 
not previousiy secured in the cabin, 
and in our rooms, was dashed about 
in every direction. 

Saturday, Dec. 6. Today we see 
flocks of birds, ducks, &c. we suppose 
from the Cape; sometimes on the 
wing, and sometimes in the water. 

Dee. 9. Lat. 39, 23, S. Long. 3, E. 
I feel so well this afternoon, that 1 am 
exceeding reluctant to let any incon- 
venience prevent the use of my pen. 
At this very moment we have a heavy 
gale. ‘he ocean is very tempestuous, 
the ship tosses, and we have just been 
talking on the importance of being 
ready. Yes, we must be in prepara- 
tion, coustant preparation, to give our 
account for eternity. 

A dark night is just approaching ; 
the wind ts rising: the mountain wave 
is growing larger and larger. At this 
moment, while the motion: of the ship 
IS SO great as scarcely to allow me to 
hold the pen, the thought strikes me, 
that this may be the last opportunity 
I may ever have of addressing my be- 
loved parents. Before the rising of 
another sun, your loving children may 

have their graves in the caverns of the 
great deep. How deeply solemn is 
the thought. O are we ready ? Can 
we now cheerfully resign our lives into 
the bands of him who gave them? 
What if ail our fond hopes of useful- 
ness in a heathen land should be so 
early disappointed. What if the de- 
vouring waves should become possess- 
ors of the treasure, entrusted to us by 
the kind hand of’charity, for the 
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building of the precious kingdom of 
the Saviour in a land of paganism and 
moral death? What if ow dear 
friends are never to hear from us? 
What if no messenger is spared to 
carry the dreadful news? 

Dec 10. Lat. 39, 31, S. Long. 7, 
17, E. After a night of ceaseless mo- 
tion, and almost sleepless too, we are 
permitted to see the light of another 
day, under circumstances of tolerable 
comfort. it sometimes seemed as if 
the ship, and every thing appertaining 
to her would be destroyed. 

Dec. 13. ‘Yo-day directly opposite 
the Cape of Good Hope. We havea 
very heavy sea. It seems sometimes 
as if the ship would upset. Sister G. 
and myself are sea-sick; the others 
in perfect health. Large flocks of 
birds are flying all around us. We 
have very squally weather, and are 
liable to sudden changes. 

Sabbath, Dec. 14. No public wor- 
ship on deck to-day. The motion of 
the ship is so great, that we can nei- 
ther stand, sit, nor lie, with comfort. 
Mr. N. spent a season in the forecas- 
tle, reading to, and praying with those® 
of the men, who are not on the watch. 
They treaied him respectfully, but are 
not apparently affected with divine 
truth. They act according to the 
maxim, “ No Sabbath in blue water.” 

Dec. 15. The winds and the waves 
are still favorable. While they roar 
and rise, they are rapidly wafting us 
io our desired haven. ‘The day before 
yesterday we sailed 230 miles in 24 
hours. ‘This you will say is astonish- 
ingly rapid. Thanks to our Heaven- 
ly Father for his abounding goodness. 
Last night there was very sharp light- 
ping. We have just been talking of 
the pleasure it would afford us to call 
at the Cape and get scime fruit.— 
Oranges, lemons, figs, grapes, raisins, 
apples, and better pears than we ever 
tasted, may be had there in great 
abundance. What would be still more 
pleasant, we should then see the in- 
habitants of the land. But we are now 
several hundred miles beyond the 
Cape. 

Dec. 16. The Lord is surely our 
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helper. He keeps. us in perfect safe- 
tv. We are ftying on the wings 


of the wind. We have sailed at 
an astonishing rate for ten days. Our 
hopes are very much strengthened, 
that God has an important work for us 
to do in a heathen land. O for the 
privilege of laboring, and toiling, and 
suffering for the souls of the heathen. 





From the Sangerfield Intelligencer. 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


[Communicated by Rev. Mr. Miller. ] 
_ Mapison,(N. Y.) April 25, 1819. 

Some time in September last, I 
learned that in the southern extremity 
of the town, there was more than com- 
mon attention to religion; principally 
among the Methodists. Several per- 
sons from a mile or two north of the 
place, when this attention appeared, 
probably out of curiosity, went to the 
meetings; and it was soon evident that 
some of them were awakened. 
this time there was a general stupidity 
prevailing in this place ; sinners were 
going on to ruin unconeerned, and 
Christians were languid, neglecting 
their own souls and the souls of those 
who were perishing around thein.— 
Our religious conferences were thinly 
attended, and few took any active part 
inthem. The meeting from which I 
think the beginning of the revival in 
this society. may be dated, was held at 
a private house, about | 1-2 miles 
from the meeting house, on Monday 
evening, in the early part of Novem- 
ber. Though but few were present, 
itwas manifest that the Sprrit of God 
was there. Christians were peculiarly 
earnest in prayer and exhortation, 
and some sinners who were present 
were brought under serious impres- 
sions. Soon after this, meetings were 
appointed in the vicinity, and attend- 

ed by numbers who appeared serious ; 
@and some were anxiously inquiring 
what they must do to be saved, About 
ihis time, a prayer meeting was ap- 
pointed in this place, at vine o’clock 
in the moruing. ‘This was a new time 
of meeting with us, and the power of 
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God was wonderful ; Christians pray- 
ed and spoke with unusual spirit and 
life, aud sinners around were in tears, 
One aged woman, at the close of this 
meeting, was brought to cry aloud in 
extreme distress, and seemed to view 
herself immediately sinking down to 
Hell. I pause here to remark, that 
the morning prayer meetings in this 
place have been peculiarly favoured 
with the divine presence ; im. many of 
them, Christians have discovered such 
earnestness in prayer for the outpour- 
ing of the Spirit of God, and the con- 
version of simners, as 1 never before 
witnessed. Soomafter this,.the work 
spread to the east and west nearly a- 
cross the town. 

In the western partof the tewn, an 
uncommon instance of divine power 
was manifested. A man of about 30 
years of age, who had been a very 
irreligious character, came into an 
evening ineeting with’ the avowed de- 
sign of ridiculing what might be said. 
Soon after he came in and took his. 
seat, he began to feel disagreeable,. 
and thought of leaving the liouse; but 
while he hesitated, his uneasiness in- 
creased every moment ; his sins were 
set in order before him, and his dis- 
tress became so great, that he cried 
aloud most of the time during the re- 
maining part of the meeting. Atthe 
close it was found, such was his per- 
turbation of mind, that he trembled 
and shook like the jailor when he 
came and fell down before Paul and 
Silas.. Prayer was offered up for hia 
in particular, and he dates his hope 
in the mercy of God from shat night. 

But while the flame was kindling in 
those different directions, a number 
who had been deeply impressed near 
where the attention began, seemed for 
a'time to have their convictions sus- 
pended ; and we began ‘to fear thei 
return to carnal security. God in his 
gracious Providence at this junciture 
sent a missionary, who was returning 
from the westward to this place, to 
assist in the work ; and soon after, one 
of my brethren in the ministry, froma 
neighbouring town, spent a iew days 
with us. It was not long before sever- 
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al of those persons who had become 
apparently less affected, were brought 
into the liberty of the Gospel ; and it 
was manifest that the whole work was 
becoming more powerful in every di- 
rection. 

At this time a circumstance took place 
which I cannot forbear to mention; a 
youth of about 14 or 15 years of age, 
who had been in deep distress for sev- 
eral weeks, was brought to rejoice in 
the mercy of God, and was imme- 
diately impressed with an ardent de- 
sire for the salvation of his brothers 
and sisters, and his father, who were 
yet in their sins. He went imme- 
diately from the meeting, where he 
obtained relief, with his brother, who 
was there, and who resided by him- 
self, and prayed with him, and exhort- 
ed him to repentance in such a man- 
ner as deeply affected his mind. The 
next morning on his return home, ac- 
companied by-his brother, they called 
on his sister, who was married, and he 
requested her that she would kneel 
down with him and he would pray for 
her. The three kneit down together, 
and he prayed in a very warning and 
affecting manner, and so as much to 
impress the feelings of his sister.— 
From this place he returned home, 
and immediately fell into his father’s 
arms, exhorting and entreating him, 
in the most tender and affectionate 
manner, to embrace the Gospel, ming- 
ling his prayers with his entreaties, 
that God would have mercy on him 
and on his brothers and sisters. It 
was an affecting scene—the whole 
family were in tears—most of them 
distrest for their sins, and were sensi- 
ble that this was a peculiar call of God 
on them to repent. 

Several who had embraced the doc- 
trine of universal salvation, were 
brought to see that their foundation 
would not stand the trial of judgment. 
One man in particular, who was near- 
ly 50 years of age, and was endeav- 
ouring with all his ability to support 
this doctrine, was in a prayer-meeting 
brought to see his foundation give 
way, and was so impressed, that he 
was constrained to rise and acknow- 


ledge that his whole fabric was taken 
from him, as he expressed it, a thou- 
sand times below the foundation: and 
that he was an undone sinner. He 
very soon obtained relief from the 
mercy of God, and the next Sabbath, 
before the wiiole congregation, deciar. 
ed his conversion, and warned sinners, 
and those especially who were trusting 
to uviversal saivation, no longer to 
rest on their false foundation, but to 
repent and embrace the Gospel. 

The work now spread te the north 
and the east part of the town, and soon 
became powerfu!. Numbers were sud- 
denly cut down, and brought to con. 
fess their sins before all, and entveat 
the people of God to pray thai divine 
mercy might be extended to their 
guilty souls. Persons who had been 
opposers, and far from righteousness, 
were in a very short iime brought to 
the feet of sovereign mercy, and to 
give up their ail to God. 

At the village, and near the centre 
of ithe town, comparatively few have t 
been the subjects of the work, though we 
some in the vicinity have been hope- Tre 
fully converted. There has been 
much opposition in these places, and 
the feelings of many have evidently 
been to pray the Lord to depart out of 
their coasts. 

The reformation has not been con- 
fined to any age. Persons from eight 
or nine years to eighty, have become 
the hopeful subjects of divine grace. 
A more than ordinary proportion have 
been men, and many of them heads of 
families. A number of pious women 
have peculiar cause of rejoicing that 
God has brought their companions te 
repentance, and to submit with them m 
the cause of Christ. 

The work has appeared and made 
some progress in nearly every neigh-~ 
bourhood and district in this town ; 
and this circumstance renders it diffi- 
cult to ascertain with exactness, the 
number who have manifested hope in 
Christ. I have with some assistance 
enumerated between 180 and 190. 
Probably 200 may be nearer the true 
number.—Seventeen united with the 
congregational church in Madison, on 4 
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the first Sabbath in March; and thirty 
stand propounded to unite on the first 
d Sabbath in May next. Some have 
united with other denominations, and 


: ® the greater part have not as yet, pub- 
». [ae licly professed their faith in Christ. 
o” J. M. 
" AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
. From the National Intelligencer. 

to TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

The Board of Managers of the Ame- 
th rican Colonization Society beg leave 
on [et to lay before you the following letter, 
d- from their agent, the Rev. Mr. Mead, 


ni: relative to a most interesting subject, 
| to which they some time since solicited 


ne the public attention. They return 
ei their warmest thanks to those from 
whose benevolence they have received 


























contributions; and they hope that, al- 
though a considerable sum is stiil ne- 
cessary for the attainment of their ob- 
ject, their appeal to the humanity of 
their fellow-citizens will be effectual. 


* * Contributors will riease to send their 
names and sums to Davio Enerism, Esq. 
Treasurer. 


Millidgewiile, May 4, 1819. 

My Dear Sir,—This day, which was 
to have been the day of bondage and 
sorrow to the poor Africans, on whose 
account I was sent to this place, has 
been turned into a day of liberty and 
joy tothem. At least, I confidently 
hope that the arrangements we have 
made will eventuate thus happily, and 
that, before the year is ended, they 
will see their native land and all which 
they love most on earth. The Gov- 
ernor has postponed the sale, and 
afforded me an opportunity of seek- 
ing, among the humane and generous 
of this southern country, the means 
of their redemption. 1 enter upon 
this task to-morrow, by convening the 
citizens of this place to form an Aux- 
iliary Society. An attempt has been 
made to recover these poor creatures 

into the hands of certain individuals 
who were concerned either in their 
P first capture, or in their purchase and 
introduction in this state—but there is, 
@) hope, nothing to fear from this com- 
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bination of avarice and oppression 
against the claims of justice and hu- 
manity. larrived here on Saturday 
evening, and ou Sunday morning walk- 
ed out to their litthe encampment in 
the vicinity of the town to see them. 
As I approached their habitation I 
found them gathered around a good 
old man, into whose care they had 
been given, and who was telling them 
that some good people had sent me 
to prevent their sale, and carry them 
back to Africa. I wish you could have 
been with me to have witnessed their 
joy ; they crowded around me, and by 
turns took hold of my hands, and in 
broken English expressed their grati« 
tude. They at first (as the old man 
told me) would scarcely believe it; 
they had never heard of any such 
thing before, and it is no wonder they 
should doubt it. Even the next day 
one ef them said to him, “ white peo- 
ple never send negroes back to Afri- 
ca; I never see my-children again.” 
The old man who had gained their 
confidence, asked them if he bad ever 
told them a he, and this seemed to en- 
courage their faith, A very strong 
attachment has grown up between 
them and him, and | have seen them 
shed tears while speaking to them a- 
bout leaving him. He asked one, 
who seemed more overjoyed than the 
rest at the thought of going, “ if he 
wanted to leave old Daniel, (for that 
is his name,) who had taken suci good 
care of him, and given him so much 
good messes?” The poor fellow hung 
his head as if convicted of ingratitude, 
and then said, “he did not want to 
leave him, but wanted home better ;” 
and promised that “ if he would go to 
Africa he would serve him two, three 
years, and give him too much good 
things” Indeed, my dear friend, a 
few moments were sufficient to satisfy 
me ihat they were the children of the 
same God with vurselves, having the 
same affections, and capable of the 
same enjoyments. On their counten- 


ance I could see wriiten these memor- 
able words: “AmI not a man and a 
brother?” Some of them so strikingly 
resemble some of our American ne- 
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groes, that IF could have sworn I bad 
seen them before, had tT met them in 
any other place, or under different cir- 
cumstances. Some of them bave very 
sensible and amiable countenances, 
while others ave vacant and unmean- 
ing. ‘They were captured in two par- 
ceis fiom Angola and Fowlah, and 
brought together at the Rio Pangos, 
frow’ whence they were shipped. [| 
learned the history of each one, and 
discovered that so far from all being 
taken in war and sold, instead of being 
killed, as the advecates of the slave 
trade maintain, not one of these were 
prisoners of war, but most of them 
seized by wretclies hired for the pur- 
pose, t the fields, on the road, or sleep- 
ing if their houses. They express, 
by word, and the dismal coutortion of 
their faces, the greatest horror at their 
tréatment during the passage. Every 
morhing many were taken out of the 
hold dead, and thrown (as they say) 
to be'messes for the fish, and the rest 
could scarcely live for the horrid sinell 
of the ship. It was in this cargo, or 
thre one seized a short time before, and 
brought into Savannah, that, while off 
our coast, they were reduced to the 
necessity of eating the flesh from their 
own arins, for the sustenance of life. 
In conversing with such of them as 
had learned to speak the English tol- 
erabiy well, I found that they had been 
to Sierra-Leone and Sherbro, and 
were well acquainted with those places. 
Many of them had seen Kissell, and 
sail he was a good man; and, when I 
mentioned the name of Paul Cuifee, 
half a dozen at least cried out, yes! 
yes !— They seemed to know and ap- 
preciate his character,’ One of the 
boys in the parce! caa write Arabic; 
and, Jam told, in the other parcel, 
which were sold, there were several 
who must have been great men in their 
country, and who made considerabie 
proficieucy in such learning as might 
be acquired by intercourse with the 
nor‘hern part of Africa. One of them 
asked, with great concern, if we would 
not send back those who were sold 
Jast year, and seemed distressed at 
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being told that it would be impossible, 
A gentleman, who was present at the 
sale, describes their parting to their 
several masters, as a niost affli¢tin 
scene. When they bid each other 
farewell, never expecting to meet a- 
gain, they wept most bitterly, and 
piainly proved that the feelings of na- 
ture were as strong in them as in any 
others. ‘This is a dreadful subject to 
write about, my dear friend, but it is 
my duiy to give you such a detail: we 
must know the extent of the evil be- 
fore we can apply a remedy. 

The Africans whose release we are 
seeking wili be left under the care of 
the same good old man already men- 
tioned, and whom | cannot mention 
too often with too much commenda- 
tion. God seems to have raised him 
up to be the friend of these unfortun- 
ate race of beings; he is never as 
happy as when in the midst of them, 
and they ever look up to him as their 
best friend. He is universally beloved 
in this place. You cannot mention 
his name, but each one exCiaims, 
‘ Daniel is the best man in the world, 
and the fiitest person to manage these 
poor captives.’ So much ‘s he devot- 
ed to this cause, and so gererous is his 
nature, that, though very poor, he 
said he would give fifty dollars of his 
wages to the Society. He will con- 
duct them to the ship, whenever they 
go on to Smith’s Island, if they he or- 
dered there; indeed it would be im- 
possible to get them to follow any other 
person, for they confide in no other. 

I have now given you all the neces- 
sary information about the special! ob- 
ject of my mission to this place. On 
Friday, I set out for Augusta, where ! 
shal! spend several days, thence to 
Savaanah, Beaufort, Charleston, Geo. 
Town, Wilmington, and so on to Vir- 
ginia. It will be some time in July 
before I reach home, even without avy 
unexpected delay. 

With sincerity, [remain your friend, 

WILLIAM MEAD. 


E. B. CALDWELL, . 
Seeretary American Colonization Society] 
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